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MALAHIDE COMMUNITY FORUM 

DRAFT MINUTE OF AGM 25 FEBRUARY 2013 

held at The Grand Hotel, Malahide. 

MINUTE 

The meeting started at 8.10.  The Chairman welcomed all present. 

Committee Report & Accounts 

The Chairman summarised the Committee report and the Hon. Treasurer summarised the Accounts 
for 2012, which were then put to the meeting.   

Election of the Committee for 2013 

The Chairman explained that nominees of member Residents’ Associations (18 in all) were 
automatically re-elected, so no motion was necessary.  The Committee had nominated 8 individual 
members and no additional nominations had been received.  He therefore proposed to put the 8 
names to the meeting en bloc. The nominees were Hazel Bolton, Nuala Burke, Gerry Duggan, 
Margaret Farrell, Michael Gill, Mark Hely Hutchinson, Harry O’Neill and Brian Walshe.   

 

Address by Sergeant Austin Cox of Malahide Garda Station 

Sergeant Cox clarified that although the Garda Station is closed to the public between 9pm and 7am 
there is no reduction in service, with the same number of Gardaí working in the station.  The Garda 
who would have been manning the desk is now on patrol instead.  There are 31 Neighbourhood 
Watch schemes in Malahide but he would urge those not participating, particularly Sonesta, Seabury, 
Waterside and Robswall, to organise a scheme and attend the meeting at the Garda Station at 8pm 
on the first Monday of each month. 
Regarding crime trends, burglaries have increased by 15% in 2012 but criminal damage is down by 
20%.  Burglaries have risen nationally and most are opportunist.  If residents are aware of any 
suspicious activity at all please notify Gardaí immediately.  If criminals know that residents are vigilant, 
they will move elsewhere.  Check all house alarms to ensure they are in full working order.  Main 
points of entry are fishing through letter box to steal keys for high powered cars, through a rear 
window or any open window.  Do not leave windows open when not at home.  High bushes at the front 
of houses also provide cover for burglars. 
Sgt Cox advised that Road Units will be tackling badly and illegally lit vehicles so ensure headlights 
are working correctly. 
It was pointed out that the station exit onto the Dublin Road is dangerous for pedestrians and asked 
whether the station traffic flow will be made one-way.  Sgt. Cox had not been consulted on this but he 
would check the matter.  Gerry Duggan advised that permission had been granted to move the 
Railway Avenue gateway to enable one-way flow of traffic but this has not been implemented.      

 

Presentation on the Integration of the Village with Malahide Castle & Demesne 

Ms Fionnuala May, County Architect and Ms Rachel Kenny, Senior Planner, FCC, spoke on plans for 
linking the village with the Castle and Demesne.  Ms May circulated details of additional signage to 
link from Back Gate to the village and of a revised map for display at Visitors’ Centre which now 
incorporates a map of the village so both Demesne and village have equal prominence.  All new signs 
will have clear references to the village and it is hoped they will be displayed by St. Patrick’s weekend.    
FCC is working to finish the public lighting in the car park and is replacing bollards on Back Road 
avenue.   
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Ms May advised that significant progress has been made in the last week towards both Casino and 
the Fry Model Railway collection being secured. 

Ms Kenny explained that FCC is implementing a Public Realm Strategy to look at the Demesne, 
village and wider environs.  This will start with a series of public consultation meetings integrating with 
residents’ associations, schools etc.  The first workshop will be held at the beginning of March. 

In response to questions Ms May advised that plans are in progress to introduce a friends of Malahide 
Castle and Gardens scheme whereby people can purchase an annual card allowing unlimited entry to 
the gardens.  This should come into operation in early March. 

Ms May hoped very soon to have a resolution to the problem of the amount of unsightly material 
accumulated on the tourist pathway by Avoca as FCC is concerned over this also.  She will bring to 
the attention of Operations that a top dressing is needed for the perimeter pedestrian pathway in the 
Demesne and that more litter bins are needed around the ground and meadows.  She also undertook 
to request that images of Malahide village are displayed on the screen behind the reception desk in 
the Visitors’ Centre.  

FCC is aware that work is needed regarding the safety of the exit at Back Road and Ms May said that 
this will be done and the small traffic island may be removed altogether.  It is disappointing that no 
footpath was put along Back Road as it is currently unsafe for pedestrians and she will raise with the 
Parks Dept.  There was a proposal for a road train between the Castle and the village but there are 
various difficulties so it may not proceed as the new paths are designed only for pedestrians.  To 
encourage more visitors to the village there will be a sign on exit at Back Road directing traffic left then 
left again to avoid the right turn onto the Dublin Road.  The President of the Malahide Chamber 
advised that the road train project is still live but the train would only operate around the village.  The 
Chamber is working with FCC on coach parking spaces near the tennis courts in the village and at the 
beach car park to encourage tourist buses to visit. 

A representative from Care & Repair asked whether this group could clean up the Casino grounds but 
insurance would be needed for people working on a voluntary basis.  Ms May advised that FCC 
doesn’t own the land but she will approach the current owner. 

The main gates at Back Road, the railings in front of the Castle and benches need refurbishment and 
Ms May undertook to bring this to the attention of Parks & Heritage Dept.  Some new benches are on 
order.   

There was concern at the very bad condition of the lodges.  Ms May said there is no funding currently 
but FCC is very conscious of the need to refurbish them, particularly at McAllister’s, as the roof lead 
has been stolen, and at Hogan’s Gate as this lodge has a special architectural style. 

In response to a question regarding disruption at the Lissenhall roundabout, Ms May advised that the 
junction is being revised to improve slips off the M1 and a new pumping station is also being built. 

 

Presentation by Heidi Bedell on Malahide Tidy Towns 

Malahide won 2 prizes and a Gold Medal in 2012.  Ms Bedell looked at the particular areas where 
Malahide loses marks and advised that information on all results can be downloaded from the Tidy 
Towns website www.tidytowns.ie on “The History” tab.  She asked that residents who do work on an 
estate send her a photograph for inclusion in Malahide’s entry.  Clean-ups will be recommencing on 
Saturday 2 March, meeting at 10.30am at the station, and every Saturday thereafter.  The Epilepsy 
Care Foundation has donated a large allotment to Tidy Towns and they desperately need help with 
watering this. 
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To remedy the problem of tree roots breaking up pavements it has been suggested that Malahide 
sacrifices a few parking spaces and new trees are put in some of those spaces.  This possibility 
should be considered. 

The Chairman urged residents to help with clean-ups, even if they only go once as much is done by 
very few people. 
 

Any Other Business 

The Chairman invited questions from the floor. 

Desmond O’Neill said that stumps have been left where two trees have been cut down in the village 
and suggested that the stumps are drilled and given weed killer to destroy the roots and thus enable 
repair of footpath.  He was also concerned at the unfinished road surface at the top of Seamount and 
the ongoing problem of flooding at certain houses in The Bawn where sewage is backing up.  He feels 
the Forum must insist that FCC does something to alleviate this problem. 

Philip Lynch suggested that each Residents’ Association should elect one representative onto the Tidy 
Towns Committee to encourage participation. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The Chairman thanked those people who had given presentations and all who had attended the 
meeting. 

The meeting ended at 9.25pm. 


